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RECONQUEST OF MEDIEVAL SPAIN


1. Describe what happened to the Muslim lands in Spain from 711-1492, based on the maps above.

2. What do you think Reconquista means?  What was the goal?  What other event of the Middle Ages had the same goal?

3. The middle map shows Spain during the Golden Age, a time when Jews, Moors and Christians lived and worked together in this tolerant atmosphere.  This ended with the Reconquista.  Why do you think the Catholic church was not willing to let people practice other religions?

4. Isabella, Queen of Castile, and Ferdinand, King of Aragon, married in the late 1400s and together began the final drive to unite Spain as a Christian country.  They succeeded in 1492.  What other important event, also sponsored by Isabella and Ferdinand, happened in that year?

5. After the Reconquista, any Jews or Muslims remaining in Spain were forced to convert to Christianity or face the Inquisition.  Many people died because they were accused of heresy or witchcraft during this time.  Are there any such radical movements in the world today?  Be specific in your answer, thinking both nationally and internationally.  
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